





THE JEW; 


BEING A DEFENCE OF JUDAISM AGAINST ALL ADVERSA- 
RIES, AND PARTICULARLY AGAINST THE 
INSIDIOUS ATTACKS OF 


ISRAEL’S ADVOCATE. 
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‘* Let favour be showed to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteousness; in the 
land of uprightness will he deal unjustly, and will not behold the majesty ef 
the Lord.”—Jsiah xxvi. 10. . 
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It is about fourteen centuries since the Gentiles have undertaken 
to convert the Jews to ...... ianity ; and which they have continued 
to the present day without success. No possible method however 
cruel, impolitic, or destructive to morality, has been neglected ; 
all means, however wicked and impious, have been resorted to, to 
produce the nefarious purpose. Mulks, robberies, assassinations, per- 
secutions, massacres, martyrdoms, exilings, alienations, inquisitions, 
tortures, flatteries, persuasions, and bribes, have beem used at 
various times, without producing the desired effect. Arguments 
have always been resorted to as an assistant mean of conviction, 
and invariably addressed conjointly with sume of the above enu- 
merated methods ; but then these arguments have invariably been 
addressed to the Jews, they being first bound not to answer under 
the penalty of being accounted guilty of blasphemy. 

The Jews, on the other hand, thus cruelly treated, have never 
gainsayed their opposers and persecutors, although their mouths 
were stopped from defending either themselves, or the cause of 
truth, for which they were suffering ; they still treasured up their 
arguments, and whenever they perceived the least enlargement 
from oppression, have invariably answered their persecutors, who 
as invariably condemned and consigned those answers, as well as 
the writers (when they cauld lay hands on them) to the flames. 
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We however, yet have the writings of a Rabbi Isaac, the son of 
Abraham, and his disciples, of blessed memory;* we yet possess 
the work of Rabbi Lipman, to whom be peace of the Lord, and 
whose memory be held in reverence.t And besides many others 
destroyed by the enemy and oppressor, there yet remains to count, 
those of Saul Levy Mortera,{ Isaac Orobio de Castro, and latterly 
David Levy, to all of whom be peace, and may our souls be bound 
with theirs in the book of life, to the resurrection of the just, toge- 
ther with all the righteous of the world—Amen. And, praises be 
to God, the God of spirits, we have his unerring word of prophecy 
preserved pure to us and our children evermore. 

This then is the state of the question between the ......ians and the 
Jews at this day. On the one hand the arguments are published in 
all the living and polite languages, encouraged and sought after, 
they meeting and fitting the prejudices of the world. On the other, 
published principally in the learned languages, and only sought 
after by the Gentiles, to be deposited in secret places, or destroyed, 
(excepting only the writings of David Levy.) It is no wonder then 
that ......ians have accused the Jews of being stubborn, stiff-necked, 
hardened, and blinded to the light of truth; and have followed the 
writer of St. Mark by applying to them the 13th verse of the 29th . 


* Chizuk, Amuna, or Buttress of Faith. Muniem Fedei. (Unanswered.) In Bas- 
nage it is thus noticed :— 

“It must not be denied but that they had their defenders, at the head of whom we 
may rank Rabbi Isaac, the son of Abraham. This man declares that he spent his life 
in the courts of Germany, near princes, who often gave him marks of dictinction. He 
had frequent conferences with Luther’s disciples, and it was against them he composed 
his Buttress of Faith. It must be confessed this book is one of the most dangerous that 
has been produced against ......ianity. The author runs through the whole gospel, 
and dwells upon all the passages of the sacred story that can furnish him with any ob- 
jections; he enforces them briskly, and at the same time refutes the ...... ian’s answers. 
This book is translated into Latin, under the title of Munumor Fedei. It were to be 
wished,” adds Mr. Basnage, “ the learned translator had followed this author step by” 
step, and confuted him.” Hist. of the Jews, B. 7. C. 30. 

Rabbi Isaac did not finish the work ; he began it, and while in progress, he entered 
into peace, leaving command with his disciples, who completed it. E. J. 

+ Syphur Nythsachun. The book of Irrefutable Arguments. The second edition 
lays now before me, was printed in Amsterdam, 115 years ago. (Unanswered.) E. J, 

~ The famous Tratado, de la Verdad de la Ley, in Spanish. 

§ Prevencionis, Devinas Contra la Vana. Ido latria de las gentes, of whom 
Basnage makes mention in his history of the Jews, B. 7. C. 30. 

“ This learned person had a famous controverty with Limberch, concerning the 
-+-+1an religion, which is published in Latin, but I very much doubt if the arguments 
on his side be fairly represented.” He suffered martyrdom in Lisbon. D. L. 
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chapter of Isaiah—“ This people honoureth me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far from me. Howbeit in vain do they honour me, 
teaching for doctrine the commandments of men.”* With all the 
above considered, it is no wonder that they charge the Jews with 
being judicially blinded ; that whenever Moses and the Prophets 
are read, . they (the Jews) have a veil before their éyes, as Moses 
had over his face, that the children of Israel should net see the glo- 
ry of his countenance; with the author of the epistle of Paul to the 
Corinthians.—2 Cor. iii. 13, 14, 15.¢ Herefrom ......ians take 
their position that the veil is on the hearts of the Jews, when 
the Old Testament is read, to this day. That there is blindness 
somewhere, is acknowledged by both parties; each accusing the 
other of mental darkness ; that it is judicial is also allowed ;{ but 
who is the party blinded is the question we shall now examine ; in 
doing which, we shall take the text as it stands, (and not as the 
writer of St. Mark has been pleased to misquote it, in order the 
better to accommodate it to his purpese,) and explain it literally, 
according to the context of the whole prophecy, of which it only is 
a part. ‘ 

We will begin with the Ist verse of chap. xxix—Text. “ Wo 
Ariel, Ariel! the city where David dwelt. Let them add year to 
year, destroying the festivals.”§ Ariel is in the text explained to 
mean the city of David, to wit, Zion, the city of our solemnities. 
The spirit is introduced-moaning for Zion, in order to comfort her, 
saying, ‘ Let them, (i. e. the destroyersof Zion,) add year to year, 
let the time go on year after year, let them destroy the festivals, let 
them change times and laws according to their intent, to destroy 
the Jewish festivals. 

Text 2.—* And | will distress Ariel, and there shall be (instead 


* Mark, c. vi. v. 7. 4 

+“ And not as Moses, which put 4 veil over his eon that the children of Israel could 
not steadfastly look to the end of that which is abolished : But their minds were biind- 
ed: for until this day remaineth the same veil untaken away in the reading of the 
old testament ; which rail is done away in Christ. But even unto this day/when 
Moses is read, the veil is upon their heart. 

} Judicial blindness is not without a natural cause, which being removed, the blind 
will see, and the ceaf hear. 

§ The English bible has translated\ap3" pD'unChagim yinkofu, Let them kill sacrifi- 
ces, but wherefore [ cannot comprehend, 0°3N Chagim, will not be disputed to signify 
festivals, and ‘Dps Yenkofu, is from *\p3 Nakaf, to cut off, to destroy. 
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thereof) loud and low mourning, and it shall be unto me as Ariel.” 

The festival being taken away by the destruction of Ariel, is a dis- 
tress brought thereon, instead of Ariel, it being destroyed, there 
will be instituted fasts instead of sacrifices of the festivals, instead of 
rejoicings loud and heavy moanings. The fast of the 9th day of Ab, 
the 17th day of Tamus, the 3d day of Tishree, and the 10th day of 
Tivath, these are the loud and low moanings, or, as the English 
Bible has translated it, heaviness and sorrow; “ And this shall be 
accepted by me as Ariel,” the same as if the festival service was 
performed in Zion.* 
~ Verse 3.—* And I will camp against thee round about, and _ will 
lay seige against thee with a mount, and I will raise forts agaiast thee. 

Verse 4.— And thou shalt be brought down, and shalt speak 
out of the ground, and thy speech shall be low out of the dust, and 
thy voice shall be as of one that hath a familiar spirit, out of the 
ground, and thy speech shall whisper out of the dust. 

Verse 5.—* Moreover, the multitude of thy strangers shall be 
like small dust, and the multitude of the terrible ones shall be as 
chaff that passeth away : yea, it shall be at an instant suddenly. 

Verse 6.— Thou shalt be visited by the Lord of hosts with 
thunder, and with earthquake, and great noise, with storm and 
tempest, and the flame of devouring fire.” 

The seige and destruction here spoken of, must be that of the 
Romans, for in the former desolation by the Babyloniaiis, there was 
no thunder, earthquake, or devouring fire, which are all recorded 
to have taken place under the Romans, who, at one time, undertook 
to build a temple on the site of the old temple, when the materials, 
as well as the workmen, were destroyed by earthquakes, tempest, 


and fire.t 


* The fasts were instituted on the destruction of the first temple by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, and on the return of the Jews to J erusalem, after the second temple was 
built, it became a question whether it was necessary to fast and mourn for the des- 
truction of the first ; as recorded in Zech. c. vii. and viii. The answer was given by 
the prophet. The fasts have continued to be observed; the promise was, that on 
certain events happening, these days of fasting would become days of rejoicing; a 
proof this that the return from Babylon was not a perfect return, otherwise these fasts 
would have been abolished. 

+ The distressing of Ariel, spoken of in verse 2, is no doubt the destruction of Jeru- 
salem by Nebuchadnezzar, on which the fasts were instituted; but the 4th, 5th, & 6th 


cverses treatof the destruetion by the Romans. 
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_ Verse 7.—‘ And the multitude ofall the nations that war against 
Ariel, even all that fight against her and her munitions, and that 
distress her, shall be as a dream of a night vision.” 

In a dream and night vision men are persuaded they see plain, 
when there is nothing in reality. 

Verse 8.—‘‘It shall even be as when an hungry man dreameth, 
and behold, (he conceits) he eateth, but he awaketh, and his soul is 
empty; or as when a thirsty man dreameth, and behold he drink- 
eih, (he thinks he drinks,) but he awaketh, and beheld, he is faint, 
and his soul hath appetite ; so shall the multitude of all the nations 
be that fight against Mount Zion.” 

In the last two verses, those nations who have fought against 
Jerusalem are, and have the denunciation of judicial blindness 
pronounced on them; they think they possess and enjoy what they 
have not in reality got. But the Prophet will best explain his 
meaning. 

Verse 9.—* Stay yourselves, and wonder ; cry ye out, and cry: 
they are drunken, but not with wine; they stagger, but not with 
strong drink. 

Verse 10.—“ For the Lord hath poured out upon you the spirit 
of deep sleep, znd hath closed your eyes: the prophets and your 
rulers, the seers hath he covered.” 

Thus we see that it is judicial blindness that is here spoken of ; 
they have become as drunken, staggering, sleepy, dreaming people, 
for the crime of fighting against Moxint Zion. All the Roman empire, 
all the Europeans particularly, are here spoken of; the veil is 
over the whole of them, people, prophets, rulers, and seers. 

Verse 11.—‘ And the vision of all is become unto you as the 
words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to one that is 
learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, [ cannot, for 
it 1s sealed. 

Verse 12.—* And the book is delivered to him that is not learn- 


ed, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I am not 


learned.” 
Here we see wherein their blindness was to consist; they would 


not understand the book of all vision, they cannot comprehend it, 
because they are judicially blinded ; and we might as well expect 
of a blind man to distinguish colours, as a ......ian divine, a learned 
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D. D. a prophet or seer, for in truth they are so, to explain or read 
what ‘they call the Old Testament ; the book of the vision of all ;* 
it is a sealed book to them, the veil is on their hearts, they dream, 
they are drunken, they are covered of heart; they think they 
preach truth, and hold with vanity, and expect salvation, and 
grasp vexation ofspirit. Trulv the spiritual man is a fool. 

Verse -13.—‘* Wherefore the Lord said, For as much as this 
people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do ho- 
nour ys and their fear towards me istaught by the precepts of 


men.” : 
We do not deny but ......ians (this people) draw near, or wish to 


draw near to God; but we say they do not do it acceptably.— 
Their fear of God is the precepts of taught and learned men ; from 
their youth they are taught in the precepts of men, Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, John, &c.; these are the precepts of men, not the command 
of God. 

Verse 14.—“ Therefore behold I will proceed to do a marvel- 
lous work among this people, even a marvellous work and a 
wonder: for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the 
understanding of their prudent men shall be hid.” 

Truly is the wisdom and understanding of the wise and prudent 
men among ......ians lost and perished as regards religious affairs. 
Again I must cry, O, that they were wise; O, that they understood 
this; O, that they would consider their latter end. Is it a wonder 
that judicially blinded they say others cannot see? Truly with 
a beam in their eye, they are for plucking out the mote from the 
Jew’s eye, which they conceit they see there. 

Thus I have shown that this,quotation, so far from meaning what 
the writer of St. Mark would have it to intend, the Jews in the days 
of Jesus, is in trath spoken of the ......ians, the descendants of the 


* The denunciation is against the multitude of all nations; that is, the generality 
of the people, but as there is no general rule without exception, so here we witness in 
every age a few are endowed with minds sufficiently strong to pierce through the more 
\han Egyptian darkness of error which surrounds them, to the clear light of truth. 
We behold a Rabbi Itschog, Gerr, and a Gordon, forcing themselves among us. We 
every now and then see a Collins, or an English, throwing off the veil of prejudice, 
and casting it from them as a filthy rag. And we once in an age meet a Simpson, 
who, by intensity and strength of thought, pierces the caul of dark superstition, and, 
seeing a bright ray of light beyond the circle of darkness which surrounds them, will 
ery out, “ we are lost, we must all fall.” 
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Romans, who fought against, and destroyed Zion and her munitions. 
This religion of theirs, the ...... ian religion, is the drawing near to 
God with the lips, and honouring him with the mouth, while in 
truth the heart is removed far from God, being that the fear of 
God is taught by the New Testament, the precepts of men, and that 
the inward spirit, which ...... ians pretend bears witness within them, 
is the spirit which benumbs the intellectual faculties, called the 
spirit of deep sleep, causing them to dream of happiness and felicity 
they will never enjoy. ‘They thirst, and conceit they swallow Co- 
pious draughts of spiritual love, but when they awake it will be to 
real hunger and thirst. Horrid, horrid infatuation ! 

’ And now, gentlemen of the American Society for Meliorating the 
Condition of the Jews, what can you answer to this prophecy ? 
Is it not perfectly fulfilled in you, as we see at thisday? Your 
ostensible pnrpose is to convert Jews to ...... ianity. You wish 
them to drink of the cup you drink of, and be drunk as you are, to 
stagger as you do, to dream away their existence, and accept the 
visitation of the spirit that possesses you, the spirit of deep sleep. 
Are you not descended from that people who have distressed 
Ariel? Have not your fathers, from that period to this our day, 
slain the children of Ariel? Your present feelings towards them 
(the spirit which possesses you apart) we have every reason to be- 
lieve is philanthropic. You no doubt really mean well, but are * 
you not yourselves under a strong delusion? If......ianity is not 

this deep sleep; if you are not the people who have distressed 

Ariel; if I have not given a true explanation of the prophecy; say 

ye, what it does signify, what the prophet or holy spirit did mean. 

I call on you collectively and individually; remember, abribe is no 

argument—that you will find wretches enough willing to accept 

of the price of iniquity no one doubts ; and when you have them, 

poor miserable creatures, they can give you no further assurance of 
their spiritual standing than yourselves. Are you not each of you 

answerable to God for seeking the destruction of his peculiar 

people? Ifyou do not answer, how is your own standing?. Can 

you, who have brought me to defence, answer to other well-intended . 
and good ...... ians for the destruction you are bringing on the 

-eedan religion? Do you not see the props are falling one at a 

time from under the building, and that you will finally lose more 
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members by this foolish society of yours, than is gained by all your 
foreign Missionaries? But you cannot answer; there is no answer 
that can be given to controvert any position I have taken; and you 
well know that to answer will only hasten your fall, as it will 
show the world your weakness, the weakness of the position you 
are obliged to hold. However, by your silence you virtually 
acknowledge your errors, and the frivolity of your pretensions. I 
must close with the words of the Prophet— 


: Spy yu pws >) one won nw> yoyKN A_ AN Oy saaynn Sy 
“On whom do ye depend ? against whom make ye a wide 

mouth, and draw out the tongue? are ye not children of transgres- 

sion, the seed of falsehood ?”—Isaiah lvii. 4. C. 


f 








MOSES MENDLESOHN. 


Names held in reverence by the world, ought never to be lightly 
treated of by any. ‘The Rabbies say, ‘‘ He who is offensive to 
mankind, is certainly offensive to God ;” he, therefore, that speaks 
irreverently of any one whose memory the world reveres, may well 
be considered a wicked man. Moses Mendlesohn was equally re- 


’ spected and honoured, while living, by both ...... ians and Jews ; 


and his name revered by all parties, after his death. The Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica thus speaks of him :— 

“Moses Menptesoun, a Jewish philosopher, andelegant wri- 
ter, in the last century, was born at Dessau, in Anhalt, in the year 
1729. He was author of several works, which are all very credi- 
table to his talents. His work entitled, ‘ Phoedon; a Dialogue on 
the Immortality of tke Soul,’ in the manner of Plato, gained him 
much honour. In this he presents the reader with all the argu- 
ments of modern philosophy, stated with very great force and per- 
spicuity, and recommended by the charms of elegant writing. From 
the reputation which he obtained by this masterly performance, he 
was entitled by various periodical writers, the ‘ Jewish Socrates.’ 
It was translated into French in 1773, and into the English in 1789. 
He died at the age of 57, highly respected and beloved by a nume- 
rous acquaintance, and by persons of very different opinions. 
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When his remains were consigned to the grave, he received those 
honours from‘his nation which are commonly paid to their chief 
Rabbies.” 

The carelessness of the American Society has permitted this ex- 
cellent man, and pious Jew, to be thus lightly spoken of, ina 
prepared address delivered before them at their yearly meeting. 

“Here the great Lavater discharged his duty as a minister of the 
everlasting Gospel. This tealous man, once addressed a letter to 
a very learned Jewish philosopher at Berlin, by the name of Moses 
Mendlesohn, on the subject of ...... ianity, and no wonder, when in 
reply he was obliged to hear, among the train of objections which 
carnal philosophy will produce, the sareastic: question: Is your cir- 
cumcised friend aliowed, by the law, to pay you a visit at Zurich ?” 
—First Yearly Report, page 32,. and Israel’s Advocate, 
No. 7, page 111. 

Whether the above misrepresentation of the affair is through in- 
advertency, ignorance, or intention, it is a felicity to me to be ena- 
bled, by a highly valued correspondent, (to whom the Jew is af- 
ready largely indebted,) to correct the same, and return for the liv- 
ing the due meed of praise to the virtuous dead. 

It will be perceited that the excellent Mendlesohn did not write 
im answer to a letter addressed to him by Lavater, and that he did 
not make use of a train of reflections which carnal philosophy will 
produce. Let it speak.for itself. 


Letter of Moses Mendlesohn, of Berlin, to Deacon Lavater, of Zu- 
rich, on the receipt of a book entitled, “ Bonnet’s Inquiry,” trans- 
lated from the French into German by Lavater, and dedicated to 
him, the said Mendlesohn. 


Reverend Frienp or Man,— 

You have thought proper to dedicate to me “* Bonnet’s Inquiry 
mto the evidences of ...... ianity,” which you have translated from 
the French; and, in the dedication, to conjure me, in most solemn 
manner, before the eyes of the public, to refute this writing, as far 
as the essential arguments by which the facts of ...... ianity are 
supported appear to me ill founded; but so far as I find them 


just, to do, what prudence, lovéof truth and integrity command me 
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to do, and what Socrates would have done, had he read this work 
and found it unanswerable. Thatis, to abandon the religion of my 
forefathers, and confess the truth of that which Bonnet vindi- 
cates. 

For, assuredly, could I ever be base enough to let prudence 
hold the balance against integrity and the love of the truth, | should 
yet, in this case, find them all in the same scale. Iam fully convin- 
ced that this act of yours sprung from a pure source, and I can im- 
pute to you none but amiable and philanthropic motives. 

Ishould be worthy of no honest man’s esteem, if 1 did not an- 
swer with a grateful heart, the friendly dispositions you manifest 
towards me in the dedication. But I cannot deny it, that this 
writing ftom you strongly surprises me. I could have expected 
any thing sooner than a public challenge from Lavater. Since you 
still recollect the confidential discourse 1 had the pleasure to hold 
with you, and your worthy friends, in my chamber, you cannot 
have forgotten how often I sought to turn the conversation from 
religious to more indifferent subjects; how much you and your 
friends were forced to press me, before I could be brought to open 
my mind on a question of so much importance to the heart. 

IfI do not mistake, assurances were at that ‘time given that no 
public use should ever be made of any thing then said. Yet I 
would rather suppose myself in an error, than impute to you the 
violation of a promise. 

But, if, in my chamber, and among a small number of worthy 
persons of whose good intentions I had reason to be persuaded, I 
so sedulously avoided an explanation, it was easy to guess that I 
must be extremely averse to a public one; and that [ must be ex- 
ceedingly embarrassed when the voice which demands it cannot be 
a contemptible one. What, then, could induce you thus, contrary 
to my will, which was known to you, to force me into the arena, 


which I so heartily wished never to enter? And if you even ascri- 


bed my aversion to mere timidity or bashfulness, does not such a 
weakness deserve the toleration and indulgence of an amiable 
mind? But my scruple against entering into religious controver- 
sy has been neither weakness nor timidity. I can say that it was 
hot yesterday | began to examine my religion. I very early felt 
the duty of trying my opinions and actions; and if I have, since my 
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early youth, devoted my leisure hours to science and polite litera- 
ture, it has been almost solely as a preparation to this necessary 
trial: other motives J could not have had. In my situation I could 
not expect the least temporal advantages from the sciences. I knew 
too well that I could not find prosperity in the world by such means. 
And pleasure? Oh! my esteemed Philanthropist! ‘The condition 
to which my brethren in faith are condemned in civil life is so far 
removed from all free exercise of the powers of the mind, that I cer- 
tainly could not increase my contentment by learning to know the 
rights of humanity on their true side. J avoid a nearer explanation 
on this point. | 

He who knows our condifion, and has a humane heart, will feel 
more than I can express. | : 

After the inquiry of many years, if the decision had not been per- 
fectly in favour of my religion, it would have been necessarily 
known by a public act. I cannot imagine what should bind me 
to a religion in appearance so severe, and so generally despised, if 
I were not in my heart persuaded of its truth. 

Whatever the result had been, so soon asI found the religion of 
my fathers was not the true one, I must have deserted it. Were ] 
in my heart convinced of the truth of any other, it would be the 
lowest vileness in me to bid defiance to, my conviction and be un- 
willing to recognise the truth ; and what could seduce me to such 
vileness ? 

I have already said, that prudence, integrity and love of truth 
were on one side. Had I been in different to both religions, and 
laughed at or despised all revelation, 1 know very well what pru- 
dence advises when conscience is silent: What should withhold 
me? Fear of former brethren? Their temporal power is too tri- 
fling to be feared: Obstinacy ? Indolence? Adherence to habit- 
ual notions ? | é 

Since I have devoted the greater part of my life to inquiry, I 
shall be allowed to have acquired wisdom enough not to sacrifice 
the fruits of my labour to such weakness. You see hence, that but 
for an upright conviction of the truth of my religion, the conse- 
quence of my inquiry must have shown itself by a public act; since, 
however, it strengthened me in that of my fathers, I could proceed 
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on my course in silence, without giving to the world an account of 
my conviction. 

I shall not deny, that I see in my religion human additions and 
abuses, which alas! but too much obscure it. What friend of 
truth can boast, that his religion has been found free from mische- 
vious human additions? ll of us recognise the poisoned hand of 
hypocrisy and superstition, who, seeking the truth, wish to purify 
it, without injuring the good and the true ; but of the essence of my 
religion, I am as firmly and irrefragably assured, as you, Mr. Bon- 
net, or any other, can be of yours: And I here testify in the name 
of the God of truth, your and my Creator and Father, by whom 
you have in your dedication conjuredeme, that I will retain my prin- 
ciples so long as my soul retains its nature : my remoteness from 
your religion, which I avowed to you and your friends, has, in the 
mean while, in no respect diminished. 

And my esteem for its founder? You ought not to have omitted 
the condition which I expressly added, and I should then have 
granted as much now. 

There are certain inquiries which one must at some time of one’s 
life have ended, in order to proceedfurther. I may assert that with 
respect to religion, I have done this several years ago. __ 

Ihave read, compared, reflected, and held fast to that which I 
thought good : and yet, I would have suffered Judaism to be over- 
thrown by every polemical lecture-book, and led in triumph in 
every school .exercise, without stirring a step in its defence. 
Without the least contradiction on my side, I would have allowed 
every scholar, and haif scholar,to represent out of Scharteck, 
(whom no intelligent Jew now reads,) to himself and readers, the 
most ridiculous ideas of Jewish faith. I wish to be able to destroy 
the contemptuous opinion which is generally formed of a Jew; 
not by controversial writings, but by virtue. 7 

My religion, my philosophy, my situation in civil life, ali give 
me the strongest motives to avoid ali religious ¢isputes, and in 
public writings to speak only of those truths which are equally im- 
portant to all religions. 

According to the principles of my religion, L ought not to attempt 
the conversion of any whe are not born under our law. This spirit 
of proselytism, whose origin some would gladly throw on the Jew- 
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ish religion, is in fact directly averse to it; all our Rabbies agree, 
that the written and oral laws, in which our revealed religion con- 
sists, are only obligatory on our nation. Moses has given to us the 
_ law. Itis an heritance of the tribe of Jacob. We believe that all other 
nations are directed by God to abide by the law of nature and.the 
religion of the Patriarchs. They who live according to the laws 
of their religion, of nature, and of reason, are called the virtuous men 
of other nations, and these are children of eternal salvation. 

Our Rabbies are so far from having the spirit of conversion, 
that they even command us to dissuade him, by serious remonstran- 
ces, from his intention, who of his own accord would embrace our 
faith. 

We ought to inform him, that by this aseasure, he subjects him- 
self, without necessity, to a heavy burthen ; that in his present sit- 
uation he has only to fulfil the duties of a JNVochide, in order to be 
blessed, but that, so soon as he adopts the religion of the Israelites, 
he obliges himself voluntarily to the severe laws of their faith, and 
he must then obey them, or expect the punishment which the legis- 
lator has annexed to the infraction of them. 

We are also bound faithfully to represent to him the miseries and 
troubles and contempt in which the nation at present lives, in order to 
deter him from a step perhaps precipitate, and which in the event 
he may repent of. . 

The religion of my fathers, therefore, will not be extended. It 
is not our duty, therefore, to send missionaries to both Indies and 
to Greenland, to preach our faith to its remote inhabitants: The 
latter in particular, who, according to the description of travellers, 
observe the laws of nature, alas! better than we, and are, accor- 
ding to our religious creed, and enviable people. 

Whoso is not born to our laws ought not to live according to our 
laws ; we consider ourselves alone as bound to observe them, and 
this cannot give offence to our fellow men. 

Our opinions are thought absurd. It is unnecessary to raise a 
dispute about them. We act according to our conviction; and 
others are at liberty to raise doubts against the validity of laws, 
which according to our own confession do not bind them. 

Whether they act justly or benevolently who so deride our laws 
and customs, we leave to their own consciences: So long as we do 
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not seek to convince others of our opinions, all contest is to no pur- 
pose. Ifa Confucius or Solon lived amongst my cotemporaries, 
I could, according to the principles of my religion, love and ad- 
mire the great man, without having the ridiculous thought of con- 
veting a Confucius or Solon.—Convert? For what? As he 
does not belong to the tribe of Jacob, my religious laws do not 
bind him; and on doctrinal points we should understand each 
other. Dol believe he could be saved? Oh! I believe truly, 
that he who in this life has led men to virtue, cannot be condemned 
in the other; and I stand in fear of no reverend college, which 
like the Sorbonne towards the upright Marmontel, can censure me 
for this opinion. 

I have the happiness to possess many excellent friends, men who 
are not of my faith; we love each other heartily and honestly, 
though we suppose, and take for granted, that in matter of faith 
we are of different opinions. I enjoy the luxury of their society, 
which improves and delights me. My heart has never secretly 
cried out to me: “ wo to the excellent soul.” 

He who believes that out of his church there is no salvation, 
must have this sigh often weighing upon his breast. 

It is dgubtless the duty of every man, to spread knowledge and‘ 
virtue amongst his fellow men, and root out prejudices and 
errors according to his power—hence it might be believed to be the 
duty of every man openly to oppose religious opinions which he 
believes false. But all prejudices are not equally injurious, and 
therefore we are not to treat in the same way all the prejudices 
which we believe we see in our fellow men. Some are immediate- 
ly hostile to the happiness of the human race ; their influence on 
morals is clearly ruinous, and we cannot expect from them even 
accidental benefit. Such must be directly attacked by every 
friend to man, and the more direct the assault the better : all delays 
by circuitous means are unjustifiable. Of this nature are all the 
errors and prejudices which destroy their own and their neighbours’ 
contentment and peace, and root out the seed of truth and virtue 
in men before it can shoot. 

On the one side, fanaticism, hatred, and the spirit of persecution ; 
on the other side, vanity, debauchery, and immoral libertinism. 

But sometimes the opinions of my fellow men, which I hold to 
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be errors, refer to the higher theoretical principles, and ate too far 
removed from practice to be immediately injurious ; but they con- 
stitute, from their very generality, the foundation, out of which the 
people who adopt them has drawn its system of morals and social 
life: and hence to this portion of the human race are accidentally 
become of great importance. 

Openly to contest such principles, because they appear to us 
prejudices, is, without stpporting the structure, to dig a pit under 
it, in order to examine whether it be firm and secure. 

He who cares more for the happiness of men than his own fame, 
will withhold his opinion concerning prejudices of this description, 
beware of attacking them directly, and without the greatest cau- 
tion, that he may not destroy a doubtful principle of morals, be- 
fore his fellows are fit to receive a true one. Ican therefore, con- 
sistently with my principles, believe I perceive natural p:ejudices 
and false religious notions, and yet feel myself bound to be silent, 
when these errors dv not immediately destroy natural religion, or 
the natural law, and much more when they are accidentally con- 
nected with the promotion of what is good. It is true the morality 
of our actions scarcely deserves that name when it is grounded on 
error, and the good can always be more securely and better pre- 
served by truth, when it recognised, than by prejudice. But as long 
as it is not recognised, so long as it is not become national, so that 
it cannot operate on the multitude so powerfully as deep rooted 
prejudice, so long must even prejudice to every friend of virtue be 
almost sacred. 

This modesty is still more incumbent on me, when the nation 
which one believes to be in such errors, has, in other points, made 
itself venerable by wisdom and virtue, and counts amongst it a num- 
ber of great men, who deserve to be considered as benefactors of 
the species. So noble a portion of the human race must, when mét 
by any one, himself human, be indulged. Who should be so rash 
as to lose sight of the excellencies of such a nation, to attack it 
where he believes he has found'a weakness? These are the 
motives which my religion and my philanthropy furnish, and induce 
me carefully to avoid religious disputes: add the domestic situa- 
tion in which I live amongst my fellow men, and you will think 
me fully justified. [am the member of an oppressed people, who 
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must implore shelter and protection from the ruling nation; and 
even this it obtains not every where, and no where without limita- 
ton. My brethren in faith are willing to renounce liberties which 
are granted to all other classes of men, and are contented if they 
are tolerated and protected. They esteem it no small act of bene- 
ficence in the nation which receives them only om tolerable condi- 
tions, since, in many states, even residence is refused them. Is 
your circumcised friend allowed, by the laws, to pay you a visit at 
Zurich? What obligations, then, '© we not owe to the nation 
which receives us with general philanthropy, and allows us, uahin- 
dered, to worship the Almighty according to the manner of our 
forefathers? We enjoy in the state in which I live, the most be- 
coming liberty, and ought we not to avoid contesting the religion 
of the governing party, that is attacking our protectors on the side 
of which men of virtue are the most sensible. 

* According to these principles it was my resolution always to act ; 
and, consequently, to shun all religious disputes, if not compelled 
by some extraordinary incident to alter my resolution. 

Private challenges from men of respectibility I have dared to pass 
over in silence. The intrusion of little minds, who thought them- 
selves authorized publicity to attack me for my religion, I have 
thought myself authorized to despise. But the solemn appeal of a 
Lavater compels me, at least, openly to declare my mode of think- 
ing—that no one may interpret a silence, too long preserved, into 
confession or contempt. Yours, &c. 


‘Lavater instantly published a letter to Mendlesohn, vindicating 
the purity of his intentions, but confessing that his conduct had 
been censured by his friends, particularly by Bonnet. “I there- 
fore,” says he, “retract my uncoaditional challenge, ‘as a thing 1 
am not entitled to make, and before the public honestly beg par-. 
don for what was faulty and intrusive in my dedications.” 

He also states the qualification with which Mendlesohn had prais- 
ed the character of Jesus...... “The expression of your esteem 
for the founder of my religion, was asserted with the following * 
great qualification : ‘If he had not arrogated to himself the wor- 
ship that is due to Jehovah alone.’ ” . 

This letter is full of strong expressions of veneration for Men- 
dlesohn, of astonishment that he should be a Jew, of his zeal for 
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>+++slanity, and of his wish that his friend would re-examine the 
historical facts only on which ...... ianity is founded. 

Mendlesohn answered this letter, asserting the same sentiments, 
and breathing the same mild spirit: he corrects the contemptuous 
opinion he had expressed of Bonnet; and, without entering into 
the argument: at large, contents himself with urging one point. 

On the subject of miracles he says, that those of Jesus ...... 
may be allowed, and yet he may in the eyes of Jews be a false 
Messiah: according to the Jewish faith, a partial evidence or mira- 
cle, nothing short of a “ public legislation,” a manifestation of the 
Deity before the whole assembled nation, is adequate evidence of 
the true Messiah. 








ABRAHAM’S LETTERS. 


To the Rev. Truman Mansu, Vice President of the “‘Auviliary 
Society at Litchfield for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews.” 
(Continued from page 165.) 


Ir it is rellay your intention, and the purpose of your associates, 
to make proselytes to your faith from among our people,* it is to 
be presumed you only expect to do this by convincing them that 
its founder was the True Messiah, foretold by the prophets.+ In 
order to do this successfully, you must show that Jesus of Nazareth, 
whom you assert to have been that great personage, was a lineal 
descendant of tle House of David, and possessed all the character- 
istics and qualifications which our sacred books inform us he was 
to possess, and without which we are solemnly enjoined by nates 
to reject every pretender as an impostor. 

As to the descent of that persen whom you call the Messiah, in 
a direct line from David, the account given of his conception in 
your gospels,} proves to a demonstration that the writers of these 
books believed him to have been produced, not by a descendant of 
the royal line, but by supernatural agency. The power of the 
Highest, it is said, overshadowed Mary, and that which was begot- 


* [srael’s Advocate, No. IV. p. 54. t+ Israel’s Advocate, No. IV. p. 63. 
t St. Matthew, c.i. Luke, c. iii. v. 23. 
25 
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ten of her was called the “ Son of God.”* In no part of our law, 
nor of the prophets is it affirmed that the Messiah, who was to re- 
deem Israel, was to come into the world in this extraordinary 
manner. He was to be, literally, and in the true sense of the word, 
atrue descendant of David, according to the flesh, in the same 
manner as his son Solomon, or any other of his children. Here 
then, in the very outset of the investigation, the conformity, so 
essential to the true character of the Messiah, fails. Instead of 
Jesus being a man, partaking of the same nature as other men, he 
is held up as a divinity, who, likethe celebrated personages, among 
the pagan nations, sprang from another divinity, and therefore 
could have no pretensions to being a descendant of David, who 
was a mere mortal. | 

An awkward attempt is no doubt made in your evangelists, to 
introduce a genealogyt from David, in order to make it appear 
that Jesus was of royal extraction. But supposing that genealogy 
to be correct, it refers to Joseph only, who was merely the 
supposed or reputed father, and was no way concerned in the 
production of the child brought forth by Mary. Nor can it be 
pretended that it is meant for the mother, because in that case it 
would fail altogether to answer the purpose intended by bringing it 
forward, Mary not being a descendant of David, who was of the 
tribe of Judah, but the cousin of Elizabeth, one of the daughters of 
Aaron, and consequently of the tribe of Levi. 

However fatal this objection may be to all your schemes of con- 
version, there are others equally strong and conclusive as to the 
character of the Messiah, which you will require to get over before 
you can calculate on convincing our nation that Jesus of Nazareth 
ought to be considered in that light. All the prophets, from Moses 
downwards, agree in representing the Messiah to be a mighty 
prince; a leader who was to govern Israel; a royal deliverer and’ 
restorer. You tell us Moses speaks of bim as a prophet, who would 
resemble himself, and whom the children of Israel would hear and 
obey in all things. Daniel describes him as a king, who was to 
reign over the whole earth ; and Isaiah says, that at that glorious 
period there would be but one religion and one law throughout the 


™ St. Matthew, c. i. v. 20. + St. Matthew,c.i. St. Luke, c. iii. v. 23. 
od t St. Luke, c. xiii. § Daniel, c. xvi. 
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world.* All the prophets, indeed, concur in this, as well as in 
foretelling that in the times of the Messiah there would be no more 
sin or crime ; that universal peace would prevail; that all calamities, 
afflictions and lamentations should for ever cease ; and so perfect 
would be the harmony, that the most savage beasts of the forest 
would be rendered altogethc: harmless. 

It is in vain to seek for these characteristics in the person or 
history of Jesus. So far from appearing as a mighty prince, his 
origin was the most obscure that can be imagined. During the 
earliest and most active part of his life, he was employed in low 
mechanical pursuits, incapable of attracting the notice of any one ; 
and when he at last showed himself, his retinue was composed of the 
poorest and most dlliterate of the multitude, who depended for 
subsistence on their manual labour. Instead of the Jews, to whom 
he preached, hearing and obeying him in all things, as you tell us 
was foretold by Moses, it is proved by your gospels, that they 
heard him only to contemn him; and although he is said to have 
performed numerous miracles in their presence, they still persisted 
in rejecting him, and accused him of working wonders by the power 
of magic. They could discover nothing of the monarch or the 
hero in one who avowed that he had no place to lay his head; 
who on all occasions was fearful of the priests, and sought safety in 
flight whenever he considered himself in danger ; and who at last 
was aceused of exciting sedition among the people, dragged before 
a Roman governor, sentenced to suffer a most ignominious death, and ’ 
actualiy expired lamenting his fate, without, in the whole course of 
his miserable and unfortunate career, one effort having been made 
to succour him, or one circumstance occuring by which he could 
be distinguished from the common herd of mortals. | 

The people of his day, who were eye-witnesses of all this, pro- 
nounced him an impostor. Can it then be expected of us their de- 
scendants, who saw none of the wonderful things he is said to have 
operated, to believe that Jesus was the Messiah, after the lapse of 
eighteen hundred years, during which nothing has taken place to 
make good his title to that character, but every thing on the 
contrary, to justify our ancestors in the opinion they had formed of, 
and in the course which they are said to have pursued respecting 


* Isiah. Ixiii. v. 19. 
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him? If we should at this time of day act different from those who 
had the best means of judging of his pretensions, we should indeed 
deserve to be stigmatized as the “ most credulous, the most stupid, 
and the most barbarous people on the face of the earth ;” epithets 
which have been freely lavished on us because we have faithfully 
adhered to the religion and the God of our fathers, and would not 
chime in with the idol worship of the surrounding nations. 

When the person whom you call the “Saviour of the World,” 
was alive, it isrecorded in the evangelists, that some of our people 
asked him to show them a sign by which they might believe in him; 
and when he was on the cross, he was requested by others, if he was 
the Saviour, to prove this by coming down from the tree and saving 
himself, in which case they would no longer withhold their assent 
to the truth of his being really the Messiah. Here then the ques- 
tion was put on the only proper grounds. Jesus had beencharged 
with casting out devils by the power of Beelzebub, and with having 
confederates, who assisted him in passing off his pretended miracles 
as the works of the Most Hicu. The performance of one of these 
wonders, before intelligent persons, and at the moment when 
required, would at once have destroyed all idea of collusion; and 
his descent from the cross, notwithstanding the whole tenor of his 
life had refuted the idea of his being more than an ordinary man, 
would not only have reached conviction to the Jews that Jesus was 
in truth the Messiah foretold by the prophets, but would have con- 
verted the whole Roman empire to a belief in bis divine mission. 
Nothing of all this took place: he who came, as it is said, as a 
* light to lighte.: the nations,” refused to show them that light, and 
preferred to give up the ghost, rather than, by living, to deliver 
from perdition millions of human beings, whom we are assured he 
came for the express purpose of saving. 

It will be readily perceived that I have been guided in the facts - 
which I have brought forward respecting the actions and deport- 
ment of Jesus of Nazareth, by the books held sacred by his follow- 
ers, without in the smallest degree intimating my belief in their 
authenticity. Adopting this course, I shall not readily be charged 
with having asserted any thing hitherto that is not acknowledged 
DY. wcesei ians in general. I beg it, however, to be understood, that 
{ neither believe in the divine inspiration of these books, nor in their 
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authenticity. I have also my doubts as to the existence of the 
person called “Jesus of Nazareth” at the time he is said to have 
existed ; and in my next shall enter on the consideration of these 
two important questions, the decision of one of which alone against 
the professors of his religion, must be sufficient, in the estimation 
of all reflecting minds, to overturn its divine authority. 

| (To be continued.) 





——  - 
$e 


STRICTURES ON ISRAEL’S ADVOCATE. 


In looking over my file of Israel’s Advocate, | find some extracts taken 
from the preface of the first number of the Evangelical and Literary 
Magazine, published at Richmond, Va. ; being the notice taken by that 
work of the American Society for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews,* 
and which has not heretofore been noticed in Tue Jew. As there are 
several remarks in this notice, which, in my humble opinion, require 
attention, I must beg permission to examine them. 

After informing his readers what ...... ians believe, or rather what he 
wishes them to believe, concerning the Jews, he says, ‘“‘ We have 
thought that it would be well to afford our readers such information as 
we possess concerning the A. S. F. M. C, J. 

I trust the Editor of the E. & L. Magazine will not take my strictures 
on that notice, in any other than a charitable light, when | assure him 
that with the meek spirit of love only | would wish to examine that part 
of his production ; and as he sets out with avowing his intention of afford- 
ing his readers information, and as his readers may possibly be, (and as 
regards the readers of Israel’s Advocate, certainly are) in a measure also 
our readers, he will not be offended at my correcting any facts which he 
has been so unfortunate to state, which would rather amount to misin- 
formation than otherwise.{ Neither will he take amiss any strictures I 
shall consider it necessary to make on that part of his work, or on his 
knowledge of the views, intentions, and consequences of the A. S., with 
which 1 may suppose myself as well acquainted as he, or even them- 
selves, for men are not always best acquainted even with their own views, 
and certainly not with the consequences of their actions or procedures.{ 
The Editor of the E. & L. Magazine thus begins— | 

‘“‘ And here we remark, in the first place, that our country has the 
glory of being the only nation in the world which acknowledges the Jews 
as citizens. Recently the state of Mryland has abolished the last rem- 
nant of superstition and bigotry in her laws, and placed the Jew on the 





* Israel’s Advocate, No. iv. p. 61. 

+ We would not be understood as charging the editor with intentional misrepre- 
sentation, since he only gives such information as he possesses, and which, unfortu- 
nately, is erroneous. 

$ The American Society’s present embarrassed state of council, isa proof of the 
correctness of this position, and the vacillation of their determinations, a silent and 


— testimony of their wariness, as also of the usefulness of my lucubrations on their 
affairs. 
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same political situation with the ...... ian. We have not distranchised 
them. As they pass, we do not cry out, ‘‘ Dog!” and spit upon their 
Jewish gabardine. On the contrary, the friendly offices of life are 
freely interchanged with them, and in the intercourse of society no 
difference is made between them and ...... ians. What is done by 
American ...... ians then, ought to be regarded as done in kindness. 
It is impossible to conceive any other motive.” 

This statement is not correct, as regards Holland—the subject stands 
on the same footing there, whether Jew or ...... ian.* As to Maryland, 
Jews I believe have not moved in that aflair at all, it has also failed ; 
neither do they believe the agent of the A. S. intended them any service 
at Annapolis on that question. We look not for liberality from such ; 
we know we are obnoxious ; our very existence is an eye-sore to them ;{ 
though, under God, we trust in the liberality of ...... ians, as feliows and 
brothers, subject to the same humanity, and, worldly speaking, the 
jealousies of ...... ians is our sole protection. Gladly would they{ oppress 
us, ay, even call us dogs, and spit on our Jewish gabardines. It is not, 
therefore, in the love of such towards us that we can place any confi- 
dence. Did the A. S. know the spirit that is driving such on, themselves 
would shudder at its wickedness. But under God, in the liberal minded- 
ness of the world in general, of the American public in particular, and 
the great jealousies of the different sects and denominations of ......ians 
towards each other, our protection lies. Still many are dragged unwil- 
lingly on by the general liberality of the people, to make a show of the 
like feeling ; but the cloak is not large enough to hide itself. ...... ians, 
be wary! The fall of the Jews is but the preliminary stroke intended 
as a token to the establishment of an order of things in this country, 
which (God avert) will cause many a bleeding heart. We are but a 
small people here, and our oppression would be accounted of but little 
note in the scale of society inthe United States; still our fall would be 
the prelude to the establishment of some one predominant sect, or rather, 
for that state of affairs, much worse than such predominance, the strife 
for the mastery ; when father will be marshalled against son, the son 
against the father ; the mother against the daughter, the daughter against 
the mother. ‘That state wherein a man’s worst enemies will be those of 
own household. Again | cry, Brethren of every denomination of .....ians, 
beware! The American Society are principally composed of one sect, 
and there can be no doubt will fall **‘ amrcasiy,’’ into the hands of that 
one sect only. On account of Judiasm1I can have no fear ; it is triumphant ; 
none of the champions of the converters, although repeatedly challenged, 


‘ y In Amsterdam, every Magistrate is a Jew, and the Police is generally conducted 
y Jews. 

t The converted apostate, C. F. Frey, as he reports, Israel’s Advocate, No. VIII. p. 
113, went to Annapolis, as agent of the A. S. to attend and preach on that question, 
when and where he represented that every Jew was bound, or felt himself bound, to 
stone him, the Rev. Mr. Frey, to death. Such misrepresentations may serve to em- 
bitter the minds of ...... ians towards the Jews, and raise feelings of pity for the Rev. 
gentleman, but does not tend towards reconciling the parties. The Rev. gentleman 
may rest assured, that, however, in his own conscience, he may feel himself guilty 
and deserving the death pointed out by the law, for any crime he may know himself 
to have committed, Jews do not consider themselves authorized by the law, even to 
try him for the offence, and that before such trial, the Jew must consider it wrong to 
molest him; he stands amenable only to God and his conscience! miserable man! 

t The Apostates. 
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have daredto enter the lists,even with me. And let it not be thought they 
déspise so puny an adversary. Tse Jew has a larger, and full as res- 
pectable a list of subscribers as Israel’s Advocate; (the difference is in 
proportion of the mole-hill to the mountain ;) and perhaps is the sole 
cause of its being sought after, and which, with all its advantages, has 
dwindled in interest ; neither will any one man answer their repeated 
calls for assistance against me ; no communications on the prophecies do 
they receive. They are left to help themselves now their fear is come 
on them.* 

But are there not men even among them, who, when I call, can answer 
aworp? No! let the world know it! Conversion is not their object, 
or they would meet me. Where are their tracts they stand pledged to 
produce for the use of the Jews ?{ They are repeatedly called for by 
the Jews, who long to read them. Surely they have funds suflicient : 
why then are they so remiss when so great a chance is afforded them, if 
their love for the Jews is so great as they wish the world to think? If 
they truly pity the blinded children of Abraham, why not step forward 
now so fair an opportunity is offered them, and tear the veil from before 
their eyes or hearts when they read Moses and the prophets? The 
dreadiul dilemma the worldis in concerning them, is this ; either the JEW 
has convinced and convicted them of error, or they are not serious in 
the work of conversion, and neither have they ever been serious ; they 
have another object in view, and converting the Jews is a mere pretence 
to cover the real intention from the public. 

If, then, the avowed is not the intrinsic, the real object ; if convincing 
the minds of the Jews is not the intention of the Society, what can it be ? 
Should not the public see to it? is there no danger of tue religious liber- 
ty of the country, by creating so powerful an engine, ready to be turned 
to the most dangerous purpose? As they now stand, they have no 
purpose—still they are cHARTERED, the first step towards esTaBLIsHEeD. 
True, the Presbyterian in not the established religion, but it is the 
CHARTERED Feligion ; perhaps the only peculiar and particular chartered 
religion of the State of New-York.{ And where is the difference? are they 
not by their charter estaBLisHep ? Who will say there is no danger ? 


* The standing call for communications of Israel’s Advocate, runs thus: * Many 
heads and hearts are already known to us, and there are many more unknown, which 
have the capacity and the disposition to produce such articles for this paper. We in- 
vite the co-operation of our friends in this way ; and assure any who may thus become 
our correspondents, that immediate and respectful attention shall be paid to their com- 
munications.” 

t To give an opportunity to all to do good, to the children of Abraham, the friend 
of God, the Society will keep distinct fonds for general purposes, for the education 
and employment of Jewish Vissiouaries, and for distributing among the Jews the He- 
brew New Testament, anp OTHER RELIGIOUS TRACTS. 

Should it here be said Israel’s Advocate, published monthly, are the tracts promised 
them, I answer, it does not serve any purpose, it being properly a religious traet ; but 
a mere account of the affairs of the Society, its agents and auxiliaries, and misinform- 
ations, derived from foreign sources. Again, the promise is, fo distribute among the 
Jews. When has this been done? Jews may subscribe and pay ther money, and 
some do subscribe for THE THING. Let them then put something into the empty 
vessel, and distribute Israel’s Advocate as promised,“ And it shall please us well.” 

} All religious societies of this state can become corporations by the general law, 
for that purpose provided. The A. S. I believe, is the only one which has a particu- 
lar charter of incorporation. 
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The avowed intention—I mean the original avowed intention, (for at 
present they have none,) was not only visionary, butamere farce. At 
present, it is questionable whether the gentlemen conducting the Socie- 
ty’s aflairs have any intention at all: they appear without end or aim. 
[ say not this to goad them on to action; 1 think the wisest plan would 
be todo nothing, except they have the magnanimity to request of the legis- 
lature to take back their charter. Perhaps also it would be the most 
prudent plan. The gentlemen must be aware the eyes of the public are 
upon them; they are viewed wiih jealousy. I speak not now asa Jew, 
but as a citizen. 

Alas! this magnimity cannot be expected from them. Shall I be told 
they are notchartered as Presbyterians, but as a society—where, I would 
ask, is the difference, since it is falling into their hands ? Who are the offi- 
cers of the society? All gentlemen truly truly respectable, and worthy of 
confidence, if any are so, and all Presbyterians. 

In Israel’s Advocate, page 131, is a ‘* Report of the Female Auxilary 
Society ofNew-Haven.”” This report deplores ‘‘ the absence of a right 
feeling generaily towards the Jewish nation.” Mr. Editor, have any of 
the Converting, Evangelizing, Meliorating Societies this right feeling, or 
have they that feeling which ...... ians have ever had since their first es- 
tablishment ; since ‘“‘ Tue Kinc’’ commenced to do according to his 
own will? When did not...... ians wish the Jews to apostatize, and 
amalgamate with them? When did not the ...... ian clergy wish to mag- 
nify their king above all gods, even above the God of Gods, the Jews’ 
God? When did they not feel a longing desire, ‘a right feeling,” to 
convert the Jews to worship Mahuzem, and a strange God? When did 
they notgpropose to reward them for apostacy, and what idea does the 
A. 8. hold out by colonization, but dividing the land for a reward? The 
trade of apostacy is an old trade in Poland, and other catholic countries, 
although a novelty among the protestants, never has it succeeded, and it 
never will succeed, unless “ force joins with fraud to aid the unhallowed 
plan.”’ And ifthe A. S. have any intention, any settled purpose (which 
I very much doubt,) at present, none other than this it certainly is to es- 
tablish their sect in predominance over every other throughout the Uni- 
ted States: and it isnot a new plan. ‘They have heretofore made violent 
efforts to that purpose, in which they have not altogether failed. In what 
manner money can be applied to produce that effect, is yet to be seen. 
It is, however, the sinews of policy, the combination they well account 
themselves certain of having. 1 would ask if the original avowed was the 
veritable, the intrinsic purpose, why elect the honourable Mr. Adams as 
president ? Does he want Jews converted to ...... ianity? Would he not 
as lieve have all ...... ians converted to {slamism ? Have they not elected 
other gentlemen, without their knowledge, as members of their society, 
as officers and directors of their institution, and is it not a practice with 
them to consider all such as members, who do not think proper to trouble 
themselves with sending in a written resignation or written declination of 
the honour of membership, and to use their names as such? Is all this 
done to convert the Jews? Is so much policy necessary to convince a 
Jew that Jesus of Nazareth is the...... , the Messiah? This looks more 
like electioneering policy, and points to another, a far different purpose 
than converting the Jews. 0, 














